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The CFES Council, gathered in
Ottawa for its 2011 Fall meeting,
unanimously and enthusiastically
approved the nomination of Marc
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tional Geological Congress 2020
Bid. Everyone is extremely pleased
that Marc is willing to take on this
formidable task.
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Marc is Director General of the
Office of Energy R&D of Natural
Resources Canada and was previ-
ously Director General of the Geo-
logical Survey of Canada (Atlantic
and Pacific Branch). Marc is a
mathematical geologist by training
with extensive scientific and man-
agement experience in the public
service. If Canada wins the Bid to
host the IGC in 2020, Marc will also
become the Congress President.

The 1GC2020 Bid project, chaired
by CFES Past President Bill Mercer,
is now in its final stages. The pre-
liminary bid will be discussed by

the IGC Committee of the IUGS
Executive during their meeting in
San Sebastian (Spain) in mid Feb-
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Vancouver has been selected as the
Congress venue and CFES has bee
working with Tourism Vancouver,
the Vancouver Convention Centre
and with NRC Conference Services
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to prepare the business side of the
bid.

The bid has received support from
more than thirty Canadian and
American governmental, aca-
demic, industrial and professional
organizations.

The Bid committee executive will
travel to the IGC in Brisbane in
August, where the vote will be
held. India and Spain will also bid
for the 1GC2020.

Otto van Breemen wins the 2012 CFES mentorship medal

Otto van Breemen learning that
he is the recipient of the 2012
CFES mentorship medal.
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Otto van Breemen is a research
scientist with the Geological
Survey of Canada in Ottawa
where he established th&eo-
chronology Laboratory of the
Geological Survey of Canada and
built it into one of the most
recognized and productive age
dating facilities in Canada and
the world.

As a highly respected scientist,
colleague and mentor who has
been involved first hand in the
U-Pb zircon dating revolution of
the last 3640 years, he hired,
supervised and watched over
numerous younger scientists, all
of whom have gone on to build
pre-eminent careers of their own

in Canada and elsewhere in the
world.

From early on in his career, as a
young professor in England, he
has been an outstanding mentor
to younger scientist, to students
and colleagues, always willing to
offer a helping hand and to let
younger scientists grow in their

fields of endeavour. As one of his

former colleagues stated clearly:
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The medal will be presented to
Otto during a special session at
the GAGMAC Convention in St.
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