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7th CFES/FCST Meeting (122st CGC meeting) 

University Club, University of Regina 
 

08:00 – 5.30 pm; Saturday, October 24, 2009  
08:00 – 3.30 pm; Sunday, October 25, 2009 

 
ACTION ITEMS 

 
1. Alec Aitken has an interest in contributing to GeoVistas. Action: Alec Aitken, Godfrey Nowlan 
2. Everyone can submit ideas for EdGeo workshops. Action: all, Godfrey Nowlan 
3. possible charity status of CGEN. Action: Godfrey Nowlan 
4. debriefing CNC-IYPE and discussion about finances: action Ian Young, John Boyd, Bill Mercer, 

Godfrey Nowlan, Jim Reimer, Pat Ryall 
5. integration Legacy website and CFES website. Action: Godfrey Nowlan, Elisabeth Kosters, 
6. "Under 30" and (exit) survey of university departments (Earth Science, Environmental 

Science, Physical geography, Hydrogeology): Ollie Bonham, Sandy Cruden and Barry Warner, 
and U30 project group members. 

7. Provide mining videos to Careers site. Action: Scott Jobin Bevans, Godfrey Nowlan 
8. Nominate someone for Mentorship Medal – ALL 
9. Teaching award. Action: Eileen van der Flier - Keller, Fran Haidl, Godfrey Nowlan 
10. Research possibility of teaching award for academic faculty. Action: Sandy Cruden (and others 

who he may want to involve) 
11. CFES to renew and keep up to date a calendar for all Canadian Earth Science meetings / 

conferences and events, using interactive calendar. Action: Elisabeth Kosters 
12. GeoCanada Earth Science and Society session – explore to incorporate Ontario water festival 

material. Action: Steve Holysh, Fran Haidl 
13. GeoCanada teacher workshop: all member societies to work towards sponsoring a teacher 
14. Long term strategic document. Member societies to provide input for specific chapters, as 

detailed under agenda item 12.  
15. Budget and new membership dues: CFES Board to write letter to member societies. Action: Bill 

Mercer, Pat Ryall 
16. NRCan funding: CFES office (Elisabeth Kosters) to resubmit adjusted proposal 
17. IGC 2020 feasibility committee – to be compose by Peter Bobrowsky, using suggestions 

summarized under agenda item 15. 
18. Commissioned study on relationship of government geosciences and the mining industry. 

Elisabeth Kosters to obtain from Richard Moore (PDAC) once it has been made public 
19. Investigate future of Canadian Earth Science publishing. Action: Kevin Ansdell, Alec Aitken, 

Lisa Griffith, Elisabeth Kosters (e.o.) 
20. ‘Future of Earth Sciences Canada special session at GeoCanada 2010: Ian Young, Elisabeth 

Kosters and all delegates at this meeting 
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Sub-committees and Chairs 
 

1. ‘Under 30’ – Ollie Bonham, chair.  Members: Lisa Griffith (CSPG), Jon Downton (CSEG), Ann 
Halladay (CSEG), Steve Holysh (CNC-IAH), Carol Laws (CSEG), Andrew Shannon, Darren 
Shields, Barry Warner (Univ Waterloo), Ian Young (CFES), Elisabeth Kosters (CFES, e.o.) 
 

2. IGC 2020 – feasibility committee – Peter Bobrowsky, chair.  To be populated 
 

3. CanGeoRef – Carolyn Relf, Bill Mercer, Elisabeth Kosters (e.o.) plus steering committee 
members to be added 

 
4. Working group CFES session Future of Earth Sciences in Canada – Ian Young, Elisabeth Kosters, 

chairs, members: all delegates present at this meeting  
 
5. Future of Canada earth science publications – Alec Aitken (CanQua), Kevin Ansdell (GAC), Lisa 

Griffith (CSPG), Elisabeth Kosters (e.o.) 
 

6. Funding subcommittee – Bill Mercer, chair. Members: CFES Board of directors plus John Boyd 
or Jim Reimer from CNC-IYPE 

 
7. Outreach liaison – Godfrey Nowlan, chair (CGEN president is automatically chair). 

Members:outreach officers of member societies: Alwynne Beaudoin (Natural History 
Museums), Ollie Bonham (CCPG), Laura Clinton (PDAC), Josee Dallaire (CIM), Mike DesRoches 
(CSPG), Heather Ednie (CIM), Grant Ferguson (CNC-IAH), Fran Haidl (CGEN), Richard Herd ...., 
Leslie Hymers (Mining Matters), Helen Isaac (CSEG), Eileen van der Flier – Keller (GAC), Ron 
Peterson, Tracy Ross (CASC), Greg Schlachter, Christie Vodden (CGEN), Barry Warner (Univ 
Waterloo), Elisabeth Kosters (e.o.) 

 
8. Canadian Geoparks Committee – Godfrey Nowlan (CFES / CGEN / GSC), interim-chair. 

Members: David Boerner (GSC), Peter Bobrowsky (CFES and IUGS), Jenna Boon (Joggins Fossil 
Institute), Alan Donaldson (Carleton Univ), Jeff Hunston (Tourism, Yukon), Bill Mercer (CFES), 
Randy Miller (NB Museum), Dominique Potvin (Canadian UNESCO Commission), Pierre 
Verpaelst (MNRF, QC), Elisabeth Kosters (CFES, e.o.) 

 
9. Canadian Stratigraphy Commission – Martin Head (Brock U.), chair , Members: Wouter Bleeker 

(GSC), Rob Rainbird (GSC), Guy Narbonne (Queen’s), Brian Pratt (Univ Sask), Godfrey Nowlan 
(GSC), Mike Melchin (St F X Univ), Alan Pedder (GSC), Charles Henderson (Univ of Calgary), 
Michael Orchard (GSC), Paul Smith (UBC), Jim Haggart (GSC), John Clague (Simon Fraser Univ), 
Elisabeth Kosters (e.o.) 

 
10. International subcommittee – Peter Bobrowsky, chair. Members: Steve Scott (U of T, emeritus), 

Martin Head (Brock Univ) 
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11. National Student chapter –  currently not active  

 
12. Insurance – project completed, in hands of staff. No committee.  

 
13. Website group – Steve Holysh, chair. Members: Godfrey Nowlan, Bill Mercer, Bill Stiebel 

 
14. ESAAP – Ian Young (CFES), chair. Members (other than panel members): Jeff Packard, Bill 

Mercer, should add someone from one of the larger organizations? Someone with lots of 
stakeholder issues, e.g. PDAC/Public Affairs.  
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DELEGATES 

 
CFES/FCST Board 
Bill Mercer, President 
Ian Young, Past President 
Bill Stiebel, President-elect 
Pat Ryall, Treasurer 
Steve Holysh 
Godfrey Nowlan, outreach director 
Elisabeth Kosters, managing director 
(regrets from Board members Jeff Packard/communications director and Peter 
Bobrowsky/international director) 
 
Council of Members 
Dan Smith, CAG 
Alec Aitken, CanQua 
Sandy Cruden, CCCESD 
Lynden Penner, CGS 
Lisa Griffith, CSPG 
John Boyd, CSEG and CNC-IYPE 
Kevin Ansdell, GAC 
Scott Jobin Bevans, PDAC 
 
Observers 
Oliver Bonham, CCPG 
Fran Haidl, CGEN 
Stephen Bend – UoR / Earth Sciences  
Kathryn Bethune – UoR / Earth Sciences  
Maria Velez Caicado – UoR / Earth Sciences 
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MINUTES 
 

Friday October 23, 5.30 pm – 8 pm 
“Beer and Pizza” event with earth science students of the University of Regina on the job market for young 

earth scientists in Canada 
Avalon Rare Metals sponsored a panel discussion for University of Regina Earth Science students. Six 
representatives briefly summarized the skills, challenges and rewards of working in their sector: Kevin 
Ansdell / Academia, Godfrey Nowlan / government, Bill Mercer / minerals industry, Lisa Griffith / 
petroleum industry, Steve Holysh / environmental industry, Ollie Bonham / licensing and registration. 
The event lasted from 5.30 pm to 8 pm and was attended by ca. 40 students and about 5 UoR Earth 
Science faculty members, including department chair Mark Brigham (a biologist). 
 

Saturday October 24 
 

1. Welcome & Introductions – Bill Mercer 
President Bill Mercer opened the meeting and called for a round of introductions from the 
delegates 
 

2. a) Approval of Agenda – Bill Mercer.  
Motion to approve agenda, moved by ........., seconded by ..........., approved 

 

b) Approval of Minutes of the (121th CGC) 6th CFES meeting in Montreal, April 25/26, 2009, 

http://www.geoscience.ca/minutes.html  - Bill Mercer 
Motion to approve minutes, moved by ........, seconded by ........., approved 

 

3. Outreach, Godfrey Nowlan. 

a. CNC-IYPE –John Boyd, Godfrey Nowlan 
John Boyd and Peter Bobrowsky will attend the IYPE closing ceremonies in Lisbon, 
together with 2 graduate Marit Heideman (Simon Fraser Univ) and Caroline Richer (UNB) 
The intention of CNC-IYPE was to leave a legacy and therefore the committee sought to 
fund mostly tangible items. The legacy is an opportunity and a challenge for CFES. 
 

i. IYPE Careers in Earth Science website – Godfrey Nowlan 

 Advertising cards available at this meeting (Fr/Eng) 

 Current careers site aimed at grade 9-10, to be expanded with site for 
grades 11-12 ‘now you’ve decided to become an earth scientist’, initiated by 
Barry Warner (U Waterloo chair). This will be discussed at the CCCESD 
meeting this coming Nov 20 in Ottawa. Action: Barry Warner, Godfrey 
Nowlan,   

http://www.geoscience.ca/minutes.html
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 Maintenance and updating of Careers site will be expensive and needs 
continued sponsoring. Action: Godfrey Nowlan, website committee (Bill 
Mercer, Steve Holysh, Bill Stiebel) 

 Site needs videos, some may become available through PDAC.Action: 
Godfrey Nowlan, Scott Jobin Bevans 

 
ii. WHERE Challenge –Godfrey Nowlan, Ian Young 

 Encana has donated for next year, but need $15k more, total $65k/yr 

 Rubric has changed to make judging easier 

 Administrative aspects to be contracted out 

 Over 200 submissions last year (1000 kids), hopefully more this year. 
Targeting 5 schools per province.  

 Need to improve marketing, which was more focused on teachers than on 
students. 

 
iii. Four Billion Years Book  – Godfrey Nowlan, Elisabeth Kosters 

 Book is 80% complete, with only the last chapter left to write. It is a very 
difficult effort with more than 100 scientists involved. Most of the writers 
had a regional perspective before starting this project; as a result, they have 
all acquired a Canadian perspective, so that we can state that the book is 
one of many efforts of defragmentation of the Canadian Earth Science 
community.  

 The book will look and read very different from Canada Rocks, which is 
more like a university-level textbook. This book has all original figures and a 
databank of thousands of image. All illustrations will be on the web, for 
anyone to use in the public domain.  

 All writing and editing should be finished by Christmas ’09. It will probably 
for sale in time for Christmas 2010. Target price $49.95 

 Subsidies ($5,000 per chapter) still welcome. Action: all 
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iv. GeoVistas project (added to agenda) 

 Pilot project: working with 2 national parks (Jasper and Grasslands to 
interpret iconic views in terms of geology (instead of biology).GPS 
coordinated. Project received > $10,000 from CGF and will go well beyond 
the life of IYPE. Parks Canada role is not very big at the moment, the 
project uses mostly ‘friends of’ (parks) organizations. Godfrey is optimistic 
that Parks Canada will make a contribution (in kind or otherwise) to this 
project in the (near) future.  

 The project is now recruiting ideas for the next few GeoVistas brochures, 
definitely not only in national parks. Alec Aitken is interested to 
contribute.Action: Alec Aitken, Godfrey Nowlan 

 
b. CGEN and CGEN outreach liaison – Godfrey Nowlan 

 CGEN revised its Terms of Reference at their last AGM in May so that it can have 
regional chapters. Can CGEN be a charity? Godfrey to find out.  

 CGEN sponsors a session at GeoCanada 2010: communicating ES to the public. 
Also arranging a workshop to provide teachers with ES themes to plug in high 
school curriculums. 

 EdGeo progress: http://www.edgeo.org/. There were 11 workshops in 2009. 
Sponsored by $12,500 from CSPG (already for many years), $5,000 from CFES and 
$1,000 from the Canada Prize each year the last few years. GSC sponsored with 
$15,000 for specific class room materials and CGF funded $13,500 for a workshop at 
GeoCanada 2010  to develop 10 curriculum based lesson plans to “wedge” into 
physics, chemistry and biology high school programs (because only Ontario and BC 
have earth science in high school). There was $7,500 from Encana and Nexen and 
$1,000 from the Ontario teachers association. This is the first time that EdGeo has 
private funding!  

 Discussion:  
Everyone can submit ideas for EdGeo workshops. Action: everyone 
In the Waterloo School Board, grade 12 Earth and space science is now recognized 
as an advanced university credit for the University of Waterloo, helpful for those 
wanting to major in Earth Science. Sandy Cruden (CCCESD) notes that Univ of 
Toronto would never approve this because first yr geology is not a requirement to get 
into a geology program, the requirements are math physics and chemistry. It is agreed 
that it is equally important to get high school students interested in earth science, if 
need be through a course that is not a requirement for getting into a university 
program. Another problem is that an earth science degree is – in many provinces – 
not sufficient to get into teacher’s college because Earth Science ‘is not a teachable 
subject’. Conclusion: there are lots of interface problems that need to be worked 
out.  
More discussion about whether we are focusing on the right level. Everyone was 
reminded of the conclusions of the workshop in Yellowknife in ’07: we’ll never 

http://www.edgeo.org/
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change the dominance of physics, chemistry and math, so it was decided to help 
existing teachers to wedge the subject into the foundation sciences. Otherwise we 
depend on people in high places to promote the subject and to bring about 
understanding that the foundation sciences are tools to understand the earth.  

 Geotours. See 
http://www.city.kamloops.bc.ca/pdfs/brochures/KamloopsGeoTour.pdf . And, in 
case people don’t know 
http://www.wwnorton.com/college/geo/earth3/geotours.asp 

 

4. Official hand over of the Canadian National Committee for IYPE to 
CFES/FCST –  Bill Mercer, John Boyd 
 Handover takes place - photograph 

 Legacy of Canadian IYPE includes all of the above tangible activities, including the expenses! 
Calgary bank account of CNC-IYPE will be maintained until end 2010. Discussion about orders 
of magnitude of funding necessary to keep this momentum going. Hoping for university buy-in. 
Ian Young suggests a debriefing and discussion with Jim Reimer (fundraising CNC-IYPE). One of 
the Calgary companies was interested in maintaining website in the future ( ‘legacy 
sponsorship’). Ollie suggests sector councils are sources of funding for site. Action: ? 

 Web issue to be solved (design, integration CFES site into Legacy site). Must work out scenarios 
for self-maintenance vs webmaster maintenance. Action: Godfrey Nowlan, Elisabeth Kosters 

 

5. Communications  
a. Website www.geoscience.ca – Elisabeth Kosters. Website maintenance going well, 

webmaster easy to reach and quick to react. Traffic increased about 3 x this year. See for 
action further website subcommittee 

b. Newsletter – at http://www.geoscience.ca/news.html - published 4 x per year, written by 
Elisabeth Kosters, anyone can provide news items and input! Next newsletter will be sent in 
the first week of January 2010 

c. ‘Annual Highlights 2008’ – article published in Geoscience Canada (pdf provided 
separately). 
http://www.geoscience.ca/minutes/October2009meeting/5.c_Geoscience_Canada_2009_V
ol36_No2_Issues_In_Canadian_Geoscience_CFES.pdf  

 

6. Workforce issues  
i.  ‘under 30 initiative’, a.k.a. U30 – Ollie Bonham. 

http://www.geoscience.ca/minutes/October2009meeting/6._U30_Committee_update
_report_to_CFES_for_Oct_24_2009.pdf  

 Exit surveys from university departments are essential for moving ahead. Such a survey would 
also be a good marketing tool for departments.  

http://www.city.kamloops.bc.ca/pdfs/brochures/KamloopsGeoTour.pdf
http://www.wwnorton.com/college/geo/earth3/geotours.asp
http://www.geoscience.ca/
http://www.geoscience.ca/news.html
http://www.geoscience.ca/minutes/October2009meeting/5.c_Geoscience_Canada_2009_Vol36_No2_Issues_In_Canadian_Geoscience_CFES.pdf
http://www.geoscience.ca/minutes/October2009meeting/5.c_Geoscience_Canada_2009_Vol36_No2_Issues_In_Canadian_Geoscience_CFES.pdf
http://www.geoscience.ca/minutes/October2009meeting/6._U30_Committee_update_report_to_CFES_for_Oct_24_2009.pdf
http://www.geoscience.ca/minutes/October2009meeting/6._U30_Committee_update_report_to_CFES_for_Oct_24_2009.pdf
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 Comment from Stephen Bend, former chair of UoR geology department: UoR geology ran 2 such 
surveys over the last 15 years. Drop-out rate from geosciences is only 10%, mostly voluntary! 
Ability to track alumni may change from university to university. Confidentiality concerns 
increasing, hence more difficult to do such surveys, because can’t keep a list of names on a 
campus computer any more. Surveys are very useful. Stephen gave 4 presentations this week 
to high school students and was able to give these positive statistics.  

 Sandy Cruden (CCCESD) interested and willing to help. Everyone agrees that this is important 
and useful. Must involve geographers and environmental scientists.  

 In addition: Association of Polar Early Career Scientists: http://apecs.is/  

 This initiative relates to mentoring: e.g. Mine mentor portal at 
http://minementor.acareerinmining.ca/en/ and also on facebook 
http://www.facebook.com/note.php?note_id=82587076916 

 Action: Ollie Bonham and members of ‘U30’ committee 
 

ii. HQP Survey follow-up / Susan Eaton – Elisabeth Kosters. Article in AAPG Explorer, 
April 2009 at http://www.geoscience.ca/canada.html click through to 
http://www.aapg.org/explorer/2009/04apr/canada0409.cfm .  

 Unfortunately Susan dragged her feet significantly after this article, with promise of publishing 
other articles in early 2010, which was too late for CFES (especially considering economic 
downturn). Susan has been let go. Question is what we can salvage of non-petroleum 
interviews. Should we do this exercise again in a few years? Involve sector councils.  

 
 

7. CFES/FCST Awards 
a. Mentorship award – Elisabeth Kosters. See http://www.geoscience.ca/awards.html  

Not yet received a nomination for 2010. Action: all 
 

b. Teaching award – Godfrey Nowlan, Fran Haidl, Eileen van der Flier - Keller. See proposal at 
http://www.geoscience.ca/October2009meeting.html  

 Discussion: Reasonably well thought out as an idea that needs funding. Problem is that few 
teachers will self identify as Earth Science teachers especially outside Ontario and BC. Research 
more examples, e.g. Lenette Barber of ‘students on ice’ http://www.studentsonice.com/  and 
AAPG’s K-12 teaching award. A lot of ES is taught by geographers, the award should make clear 
that these also qualify. Nomination criteria are too complicated. Connect with provincial 
science teachers associations. Action: Eileen van der Flier-Keller, Fran Haidl, Godfrey Nowlan 

 Sandy Cruden questions whether we should have an award to recognize university earth science 
teachers. Most other learned organizations have prestigious national awards for teaching at 
university level. Earth Science needs one! Action: Sandy Cruden  

 

http://apecs.is/
http://minementor.acareerinmining.ca/en/
http://www.facebook.com/note.php?note_id=82587076916
http://www.geoscience.ca/canada.html
http://www.aapg.org/explorer/2009/04apr/canada0409.cfm
http://www.geoscience.ca/awards.html
http://www.geoscience.ca/October2009meeting.html
http://www.studentsonice.com/
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8. GeoCanada 2010 – Ian Young, Jeff Packard, Fran Haidl, Elisabeth Kosters 
a. Conference progress in general 
Good progress in the last few months.  

 
b. CFES/FCST Technical sessions (http://www.geoscience.ca/conf.html):  

i. Resources and the future: Bill Mercer, Ian Young 
ii. Future of Earth Science in Canada – Elisabeth Kosters, Ian Young see break out 

session later today 
 

c. Public outreach component: Fran Haidl/CGEN 
i. Art exhibit – Jeff Packard. See Newsletter no. 2 

GeoCanada has permission from the downtown Calgary business association to put art posters 
up. Organizers are also working with the Glenbow museum, which is helping out with the Art 
side (which may include photography). There will be a total of 15 posters in the main hall of the 
Convention Center, but also in town along pedestrian Steven Avenue. The downtown business 
association is happy to have them for free. There will be 3 -4 posters on a city block and the 
exhibit will thus extend across the city. The organizers also talked to the Alberta College of Art  
and Design to have art teachers and earth scientists at the posters and tell people about the art 
and the geosciences. The Glenbow wanted the posters as legacy items, so they can tour the 
country, be used for teaching tools, etc. Landscape is a Canadian identity etc. There are no 
issues with copyright, either the artists have been long dead or they have given permission.  
For the organizers another hint: AP Coleman http://library2.vicu.utoronto.ca/apcoleman/ 

 
ii. Earth Science and Society Session  

This session is modeled on the CIM Mining and Society and CSPG Kids and Earth Science 
programs. The exhibit will occupy the entire corral and consist of 5 thematic pavilions, each 
with multiple exhibits. Question: Ontario has a ‘groundwater festival’ 
(http://www.cwec.ca/Festivals_Calendar) with exhibits, can these be sent to GeoCanada? 
Action:Steve Holysh, Fran Haidl 

 
iii. Teacher workshop and field trip 

 Bring high school teachers to GeoCanada and make them aware of the 10 core subjects that 
can be included in the fundamental science curriculum. Organizers hope to have as many as 
half of the 30 teachers from outside Alberta. Teachers would have access to the ES for society 
exhibit and some of the conference. Action: all member organizations to work on sponsoring a 
teacher  

 
iv. Poster contest for kids grades 7 – 12.  

 ‘Know the earth under your feet’. Randall Robertson from Burgess shale foundation who will 
contact 2 to 3 towns / villages from each province. Budget hasn’t been set, to be finalized by 
GeoCanada steering committee (which meets this weekend).  

http://www.geoscience.ca/conf.html
http://library2.vicu.utoronto.ca/apcoleman/
http://www.cwec.ca/Festivals_Calendar
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v. Communicating earth science to the public  

 This is a technical session, which involves people from ‘let’s talk science’. Objective is to draw in 
people who normally don’t attend outreach education sessions, i.e. others than the dedicated 
outreach activists.  

 
vi. Discussion and Action Items – All 

 Kevin Ansdell suggests that we need to work harder to have more have joint conventions and a 
joint convention committee for all of Canada. JACC is available for hire. Common interactive 
calendar will help.  

 

9. Student Chapters / ElisabethKosters, 

 Forming a national Earth Science student chapter has failed, despite everyone’s good 
intentions. The wariness may arise from the perception that member organizations don’t want 
to lose potential new members (students) to other organizations, because student chapters are 
seen as an entrance into a society (for information: CSPG has 24 student chapters). 

 

10. Insurance – Elisabeth Kosters, http://www.geoscience.ca/insurance.html.  

a. This issue has been resolved. 
 

11.Annual General Meeting / Bill Mercer 
 See separate minutes.  

 

12. Earth Science Advocacy and Advisory Panel, Ian Young, Bill Mercer 
 The panel is composed of amazing people and these were the first choice in each of our areas. 

However, it appears very difficult to get all these people together on the phone at the same 
time.  

 We have asked the panel feedback on our strategic document, we have comments from some 
of them (not all these comments have been included as yet). The strategic document is moving 
forward at snail’s pace. The strategic document addresses the government. We have possibly a 
rather principled difference of opinion with one of the members and it is not clear yet how we 
should approach this issue. This difference of opinion has to do with the fact that the strategic 
document addresses the government, which is a hard sell for some people from industry. The 
opinion of this panel member would reflect a large part of this sector, so it might be impossible 
for find someone else.  

 Having this panel is a fantastic opportunity, but we stand the risk of losing momentum. If we do 
believe it’s important, we must put more energy into it.  

 As for the document, we need explicit input from member societies. Thus agreed: Action: 
o PDAC: input on Mineral Resources,  
o CNC-IAH: input on Water 

http://www.geoscience.ca/insurance.html
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o CSPG, CSEG, CWLS: input on Energy 
o CIM: input on Uranium 
o CGEN: input on Earth Science Literacy 
o CCCESD: input on Research and HQP 
o CGS, CAG, CGRG and CanQua: input on hazards 
o Outside experts (Blue Ribbon panel northern researchers, aboriginal groups, IPY 

members): input on North 
o Climate change: CFES position paper, but this must be updated! 

 

13. Workshop/ break out session on the Future of Earth Science in Canada, as 
a preparation for a session at the GeoCanada 2010 Conference in Calgary, 
May 2010. Elisabeth Kosters.  
 See separate report.  

 

14. Funding – Bill Mercer 
a. Financial report: Pat Ryall and James Burns. 

Pat Ryall presented the financial situation.  
 

b. Business Plan – Bill Mercer.  
Bill presents business plan. Managing director’s hours and executive travel have been 
reduced in order to save costs. 
 
Discussion. 
Accountant and auditor too expensive: all member societies to share experiences with 
audits, possibly we can all get a better deal by sharing auditors.  
President asks for a motion to have a volunteer financial review every other year: so moved 
by John Boyd, seconded by Alec Aitken, all approved.  
Discussion on budget: the $2,-/member fee has existed for three years, it was more or less 
random prior to the CFES overhaul. Several possibilities to raise additional membership 
income:  

a) raise fees to $3,- per member (this would balance the budget);  
b) ask for additional voluntary contributions, specifically for special projects or 
activities,  
c) raise fees to $3,- but allow for less dues in times of financial stress 
d) communicate financial situation better with constituency 
e) suggestion to ask every geoscientist in the country to ask to donate $10,- (or more) 
to CFES. Ask member societies to allow for a $10,- donation to CFES through their 
member dues invoice. Approach provincial regulatory agencies in order to contact 
those who are only registered and not members of technical or learned societies. 
f) ask CCPG for a contribution (discussion follows, perhaps for special projects) 
g) ask AGU, AAPG, SEG and GSA for a contribution for their Canadian members.  
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CFES Board to send letter to constituent associations with full explanation. Action: Bill 
Mercer, Pat Ryall 
President asks for a motion to approve the budget: so moved by Pat Ryall, seconded by Ian 
Young, all approved.  

 
c. CanGeoRef – Elisabeth Kosters, Pat Ryall.  

See http://www.geoscience.ca/October2009meeting.html  
 

d. NRCan funding – Bill Mercer, Elisabeth Kosters. 
$25,000 grant from NRCan appears secure for 2009. We did not receive any funding in 2007 
and we have just been notified that we cannot apply for this funding retroactively. Action: 
Eliasbeth to resubmit proposal to GSC 

  

15. International Issues, Peter Bobrowsky 
a. Scoping committee IGC 2020.  

Scoping committee to be dissolved, feasibility committee to be installed. Peter suggests that CFES 
looks for support through NRC conference services.  
President asks for a motion that IGC 2020 feasibility committee to be formed in consultation with 
the constuency. Feasibility committee should consist of people who will be far from retired in 2020 
and should have proper gender balance as well: so moved by Godfrey Nowlan, seconded by Pat 
Ryall, all approved.  
 

 IUGS monthly e-bulletin is distributed to constituency with every CFES quarterly newsletter 
and is also posted on CFES website. NRC supports this membership on condition that this 
newsletter is distributed, and it is.  

 

 International subcommittee, has not been active but should stay in place 
 

16. CNC- GeoParks, Godfrey Nowlan 
 Approval of Terms of Reference, Canadian Committee for Geoparks: see 

http://www.geoscience.ca/October2009meeting.html . President asks for a motion to 
approve the Terms of Reference: So moved by Bill Stiebel, seconded by Alec Aitken, all 
approved 

 

 Members of committee. See http://www.geoscience.ca/October2009meeting.html. The 
Canadian Unesco Commission has observer status, Parks Canada not involved to date. The 
United States doesn’t have a committee but one person – Wesley Hill – who is in charge of 
writing GeoParks guidelines and she has been very helpful for us. The objective is to 
produce regulations for Canadian Geoparks that are as similar as possible as US regulations, 
so that we can create a North American GeoParks Network (cf European Geoparks 
network)  

http://www.geoscience.ca/October2009meeting.html
http://www.geoscience.ca/October2009meeting.html
http://www.geoscience.ca/October2009meeting.html
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 The commission received a first request for an evaluation / site visit at the Saint John 
Stonehammer Geopark. The visit was carried out by GeoParks Committee members 
Godfrey Nowlan and Jenna Boon (Joggins Fossil Institute). Jenna made a fantastic 
contribution, she really understands the tourism management part. Conclusion: there is no 
doubt that Stonehammer has all the ingredients for a GeoPark, but the management plan 
doesn’t appear to be ready for a Dec 10 (2009) deadline. See also 
http://telegraphjournal.canadaeast.com/city/article/830761. Stonehammer sites will be 
protected under new New Brunswick legislation.  

 

17. Canadian Stratigraphy Commission, Martin Head, report presented by 
Commission member Godfrey Nowlan 
 The report was read with interest. The delegates were very positive about the intent to make 

the Canadian Time available (online) as teaching material.  
 
 

18. Reports from Member and Observer Organizations 

 
CAG / CGRG – Dan Smith  

2000-2010 was a good decade, following the identity crisis of the ‘90s. There are 450 faculty members, 
student membership has increased 2 fold in the decade to date, up to about 450 this year. Faculty 
engagement flat, student numbers are increasing. Change focus from older generation to younger. 
Membership basis mostly in populous parts of the country, no representation in PEI, lots of uptake from 
undergrads, decidedly female. Steady increase at graduate level too. Discipline is healthy, wouldn’t 
have said that a decade ago.  

 
PDAC – Scott Jobin Bevans 

 13% women in mining industry, supported by ..... 

 S-IMEW workshop Sudbury, this year was the 3d workshop. It costs about 170k (Harrison 
Schmidt cost 10k), raised 40k from industry.  

 Concern about Private Members Bill C300 – John McKay. See 
http://www.johnmckaymp.on.ca/newsshow.asp?int_id=80507, 
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=112393507840 and 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wZqStE1uI9g. This bill is mostly driven by Mining Watch, 
ironically it was an initiative that came out of the CSR round tables.  

 Presentation of Public perception (on mining) survey through Angus Reid. Pdf has been sent 
around to delegates and will be posted at CFES website under ‘industry’  

 There are now 14 major mining companies that are member of PDAC, 2 recent new members, 
one of which is De Beers. E3+ was an important reason for these new members!  

 Richard Moore: received draft of commissioned study: government geosciences . Impact of 
public geosciences on the mining industry. Trying to measure the outcomes of geological 

http://telegraphjournal.canadaeast.com/city/article/830761
http://www.johnmckaymp.on.ca/newsshow.asp?int_id=80507
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=112393507840
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wZqStE1uI9g
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surveys. CFES delegates would like to have access to this document once it is finished. Action: 
Elisabeth Kosters  

 Health and Safety manual almost complete, nearly 800 p, half of it on internet. Divided in 
chapters, individual pdfs. Useful to any geoscientist! http://www.pdac.ca/e3plus/index.html  

 
CCCESD – Sandy Cruden 

 For enrolment trends see website. http://cccesd.acadiau.ca/rep2008.html  

 Although enrolment is up, it’s not enough to meet future needs. Service courses (‘bums in 
seats’) are not going up, because we don’t have enough people to teach them. ‘Bums in seats’ is 
a huge outreach effort! Acute lack of technical support for running our operations. NSERC 
grants don’t pay for these indirect costs (i.e. technical support). There is money for machines, 
but no money for people.  

 NSERC implemented new protocol this year. There used to be 2 committees (solid earth / 
environmental). Grants proposals are now evaluated through a conference model and the 
budgets for 08 09 committees will be merged as well. Historically the solid earth grants have 
been higher, they will lose money. Average grant goes up, total number of grants goes down. 
Solid average was about 38k, environmental was about 28k. More people will lose money.  

 Discussion about the low percentage of women faculty members (17% in Canada, which is the 
same as in the US). The pipeline effect is no longer a valid argument, need to also look at 
work/life balance, critical mass and mentoring. UoT Earth Science had 4 faculty vacancies, the 
number of women applicants was significantly less than male applicants, but they hired all 
women. This is really a separate topic, perhaps CFES needs to start a Canadian Women in Earth 
Science Commission/Chapter 

 
CSPG – Lisa Griffith 

 Membership down slightly from previous year. This year we’ll start to feel the effect of people 
being laid off. Office has been reorganized, things are starting to turn around (CSPG lost money 
for 3 years).  

 Completed a membership survey last year, using Survey Monkey.  

 Bulletin will go online, except 150 copies that we need to produce in order to be recognized, 
partially driven by economics. We have a big problem with content.  

 Have agreed to have an AAPG office within CSPG/CSEG offices. AAPG will have a bookstore, 
lots of student chapters. 25% of our members are members of AAPG as well.  

 This is Lisa Griffith’s last meeting. The next CSPG president-elect and therefore to be with us 
for 3 years is Kirk Osadetz, GSC.  

 

http://www.pdac.ca/e3plus/index.html
http://cccesd.acadiau.ca/rep2008.html
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GAC – Kevin Ansdell 

 GAC Council meeting takes place this same weekend.  

 GAC Membership down to about 1700. Revenue stream consists of memberships, publications, 
books, conferences. Last year there was about $100,000 revenue from publications.  

 Important new book (with CSPG) in the works: the new Facies Models book, due out at the end 
of ’09. There is also a new paleontology series. The biggest sellers are mineral deposits 
publications. The 4 years after GeoCanada 2010 will see regular GAC-MAC meetings: 2011 in 
Ottawa, 2012 in St John’s, 2013 in Winnipeg and 2014 in Fredericton.  

 GAC also installed a “Best paper award in Canadian J of ES”.  

 2 lecture tours just about to get on the way.  
 

CIM – regrets 
MAC – regrets 

 
CNC-IAH – Steve Holysh 

 New executive – president Grant Ferguson (StFX univ, Antigonish, NS). Numbers fairly good, 
just shy of 350, up from 220. Successful conference with CGS in Halifax, well attended.  

 2011 conference with CanQua  

 2012 International IAH congress in Niagara Falls (Steve is co-chairing that conference). 

 There was $0 in the bank 10 years ago, through partnership with CGS about $70,000 at present.  

 The Journal comes out from the IAH in the UK. Worldwide Canada has the biggest or second 
biggest chapter of any country in IAH. 

 
 

 CGS has pan American conference next year and permafrost conf in 2012.  
 

CWLS – regrets 
CPTG – regrets 

 
CanQua – Alec Aitken 

 About 100 members – new president-elect is Irene Gregory-Eaves. There was a successful 
meeting on the west coast this past May.  

 New: PhD scholarship of $1000,-. Named after Alexis ... prof. Emeritus at Univ. Western Ont.  

 CanQua lost its journal Geographie Physique  Quaternaire (?), previously supported by the 
Quebec government, now dead after 30+ years. Circulation was about 400. Unknown how 
much was institutional/personal. It was all paper. Now in discussion with Can J E S and Can 
Geographer. CJES has not carried Quat science in the last few years.  

 Discussion about loss of Canadian publishing outlets – see also workshop results.  
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CSEG – John Boyd 
See report.  
 

CGS – Lynden Penner 
CGS membership is just over 1100 and has been steady for the last 4-5 years. It is an active society; in 
2008-9 there were 102 technical presentations by 20 sections across the country, and 3 conferences 
including the Halifax one in September. The upcoming conference in 2011 is in conjunction with the 
International Society for Soil Mechanics and Geological Engineers (Toronto). In 2012, CGS will meet in 
Winnipeg. CGS also hosts the 3d ‘under 30 conference’. This is where they should link up with CFESs 
U30. There is a very good suite of awards, including awards for students.  
 

Observers 
CCPG –Ollie Bonham 

Geosciences knowledge requirements published in 2009. 
http://www.ccpg.ca/pgeoreg/index.php?lang=en&subpg=geoknowledgereqs CCPG has an MoU with all 
provincial associations that they will stick to these requirements. The requirements are designed to be 
user friendly and informative for students and educators in terms of expectations are.  
 
The Labour mobility issue has taken a big step forward. There is now a Canada-wide agreement 
(between premiers) on internal trade and this has passed for all regulated professions. If someone is a 
registered professional in one jurisdiction, that person can transfer to another jurisdiction 1without re-
0admission procedures. Geoscience is one of 40 regulated professions in Canada. Comment: it is not a 
good thing that professionals who work in more than one jurisdiction have to pay their registration fee 
more than once..  
 
There is concern about unlicensed practice. Hence it is important to make geoscientists aware of their 
legal obligations. CCPG is looking into starting a national awareness campaign. Strategic plan for next 5 
years will be discussed in Toronto. Core tasks: service to public, constituents, and geosciences.  
 
CCPG will be hosting the 4th International Professional Geologists Conference in 2012, location and 
timing to be announced. 
 
 

19. Confirmation of sub-committees and Chairs 

15. ‘Under 30’ – Ollie Bonham, chair.  Members: Lisa Griffith (CSPG), Jon Downton (CSEG), Ann 
Halladay (CSEG), Steve Holysh (CNC-IAH), Carol Laws (CSEG), Andrew Shannon, Darren 
Shields, Barry Warner (Univ Waterloo), Ian Young (CFES), Elisabeth Kosters (CFES, e.o.) 

16. IGC 2020 – feasibility committee – Peter Bobrowsky, chair.  New committee members in 
consultation with constituency: young, female 

17. Working group CFES session Future of Earth Sciences in Canada – Ian Young, Elisabeth Kosters, 
chairs, members: all delegates present at this meeting  

http://www.ccpg.ca/pgeoreg/index.php?lang=en&subpg=geoknowledgereqs
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18. Future of Canada earth science publications – Alec Aitken (CanQua), Kevin Ansdell (GAC), Lisa 
Griffith (CSPG), who wants to chair?  

19. Funding subcommittee – Bill Mercer, chair. Members: CFES Board of directors. John Boyd has 
interest and Jim Reimer needs to be contacted too.  

20. Outreach liaison – Godfrey Nowlan, chair (CGEN president is automatically chair). 
Members:outreach officers of member societies: Alwynne Beaudoin (Natural History 
Museums), Ollie Bonham (CCPG), Laura Clinton (PDAC), Josee Dallaire (CIM), Mike DesRoches 
(CSPG), Heather Ednie (CIM), Grant Ferguson (CNC-IAH), Fran Haidl (CGEN), Richard Herd ...., 
Leslie Hymers (Mining Matters), Helen Isaac (CSEG), Eileen van der Flier – Keller (GAC), Ron 
Peterson, Tracy Ross (CASC), Greg Schlachter, Chrstie Vodden (CGEN), Barry Warner (Univ 
Waterloo).  

21. Canadian Geoparks Committee – Godfrey Nowlan (CFES / CGEN / GSC), interim-chair. 
Members: David Boerner (GSC), Peter Bobrowsky (CFES and IUGS), Jenna Boon (Joggins Fossil 
Institute), Alan Donaldson (Carleton Univ), Jeff Hunston (Tourism, Yukon), Bill Mercer (CFES), 
Rany Miller (NB Museum), Dominique Potvin (Canadian UNESCO Commission), Pierre 
Verpaelst (MNRF, QC), Elisabeth Kosters (CFES, e.o.) 

22. Canadian Stratigraphy Commission – Martin Head (Brock U.), chair , Members: Wouter Bleeker 
(GSC), Rob Rainbird (GSC), Guy Narbonne (Queen’s), Brian Pratt (Univ Sask), Godfrey Nowlan 
(GSC), Mike Melchin (St F X Univ), Alan Pedder (GSC), Charles Henderson (Univ of Calgary), 
Michael Orchard (GSC), Paul Smith (UBC), Jim Haggart (GSC), John Clague (Simon Fraser Univ) 

23. International subcommittee – Peter Bobrowsky, chair. Members: Steve Scott (U of T, emeritus), 
Martin Head (Brock Univ) 

24. CanGeoRef Steering Committee – Carolyn Relf (CFES, Yukon Geol Survey), chair. Members: tba 
25. National Student chapter –  currently not active  
26. Insurance – project completed, in hands of staff  
27. Website group – Steve Holysh, chair. Members: Godfrey Nowlan, Bill Mercer, Bill Stiebel 
28. ESAAP – Ian Young (CFES), chair. Members (other than panel members): Jeff Packard, Bill 

Mercer, should add someone from one of the larger organizations? Someone with lots of 
stakeholder issues, e.g. PDAC/Public Affairs.  

 
 

20. Date and place of next semi-annual meeting:  
Friday May 7, prior to the GeoCanada 2010 Conference in Calgary 

 
 
Adjourn           3.30 


